
12  I lift up my eyes to the hills. 1

 From where does my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, 2 

 who made heaven and earth.  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

I am writing this after spending an incredible week in
Guatemala with Moving Mountains. 

From the roof of the place we were staying in Antigua, we
could see Volcan De Agua. Up in those hills, we served the
community of Santa de Maria de Jesus.  

As I marveled at this volcanic mountain, I drew myself to
Psalm 121 and its prayer, “I lift my eyes to the hills, where
does my help come from.” Then, the Psalmist responds in
confidence, “My help comes from the Lord, who made
heaven and earth.” 
While serving in the Santa de Maria de Jesus, I saw that
while many were materially impoverished, they were
spiritually full. They had faith that God would watch over
them and give them their daily bread—through us, or
through others. I came away from this trip deeply touched.
  
Such memory became an inspiration for me as we now look
forward to our 60th anniversary. While much in this world
demands our attention, our help “comes from our Lord.”
While we struggle about the unknown in front of us, we
know that God, who does not slumber, has watched over
Faith for the past 60 years, and will continue to watch over
you and me “from this time forth forevermore.”   

Therefore, as we embark on our 60th anniversary and as we
start another school year, know that the same Lord “who
made heave and earth” will be us “forevermore.”    
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                       Eichenholz

23rd-Available

30th-Available



August 
Birthdays With back-to-school season underway, store shelves are stocked and

school supply sales are in full swing. This is a wonderful opportunity to
support the Women of Faith in assembling Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
School Kits for children in need around the world.
Thanks to the generosity of Faith’s members, Charity Circle shipped 252
school kits to Lutheran World Relief in November 2025. Your
contributions of school supplies and financial support made this
possible, and we are grateful for your continued partnership in this
important ministry.
Many of our supplies will be purchased in bulk through Amazon.
However, one item that is currently more affordable in local stores is the
70-sheet spiral notebook (wide- or college-ruled). At present, Walmart
and H-E-B have these notebooks available for approximately 35 cents
each. (Please note: loose notebook paper cannot be included in the kits.)
If you would like to contribute supplies, we are currently collecting:

70-sheet spiral notebooks (wide- or college-ruled)
Boxes of 24 crayons
30 cm rulers with inches marked on the opposite edge
Black or blue ballpoint pens
Unsharpened #2 pencils
2½-inch erasers
Blunt scissors
Pencil sharpeners

Please place donated school supplies in the designated collection bin or
basket in the Narthex.
If you prefer to support this project with a monetary donation, please
give it to Doris Engelhardt or submit it through the church office with
“School Supplies” noted in the memo line.
Thank you for your generosity and support. Together, we can help
provide children with the tools they need to learn and succeed while
sharing Christ’s love through this meaningful outreach ministry.

Thanks to the generous support of Faith members, the Hope Circle
was able to send approximately 65 Personal Care Kits to Lutheran
World Relief in November 2025. We are grateful for your continued
contributions and invite you to help us with this year’s effort. Items
needed for each kit include:

Lightweight, dark colored bath towel
bath size bars of soap (any brand, but must be 

      in original wrapping)
adult size toothbrush (in original packaging) *
sturdy comb (remove packaging)
metal nail clippers (File optional, but remove packaging)

  * Toothbrush multipacks may be separated and individuals placed in a
sealed business-sized envelope.
Monetary donations are also welcome and will be used to purchase
needed supplies online. Contributions may be given to Karen Huff or
left with the church office. Please note “Care Kits” in the memo line.
Items may be placed in the marked basket in the church narthex.
Thank you for your generous support of this important ministry and
for helping provide personal care items to neighbors in need around
the world.

02 Diane Ratliff
03 Larry Ratliff
03 Laura Nash
04 Boone Westerholm
05 Diane Terp
05 Chrissy Crawford
06 Manuel Ramos
07 Ava Koehler
07 Christian Koehler
07 Ronnie Foreman
07 Lance
Montgomery
09 Louann Fischer
10 Elaine Kalkwarf
11 Ronnie
Glenewinkel
12 Bill Ermel
12 Kitty Keller
15 Sue Blumberg
16 Judy Johnson
17 Bonnie Pfeil
17 Kevin Pfluger
18 Brian Baker
19 Sawyer Eichenholz
20 Kai Seidenberger
22 Ted Engelhardt
24 Melissa Poole
24 Adalyn Scaramozi
25 Andy Kuehne
25 JohnWalker Baker

SCHOOL SUPPLY TIME FOR LWR KITS

Hope Circle Sending Care Kits to LWR
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August is harvest time in Texas.  Thanks to recent rains,
folks are cutting hay and harvesting corn.  Even with the
recent flooding, the rain has been a gift—one of those
reminders that God provides what the land needs in His
timing, not ours.  The parables we’ve heard over the past few
Sundays have echoed that truth: seed falling on different
kinds of soil, and grain growing even while weeds try to
crowd it out.  Growth takes patience, tending, and trust.  
Ministry works the same way.
That steady, faithful work continues for Council.  Our
Constitution and Bylaws updates are nearing completion,
and we expect to present the full proposed revisions to the
congregation in September.  These documents shape how we
function as a church, and ensuring clarity and alignment in
them remains one of our most important responsibilities.
Facility improvements are moving forward as well.  Exterior
trim repairs and painting are underway, helping us care well
for the campus entrusted to us.  We are still exploring
options for bathroom upgrades and other improvements.
We also are keeping our financial house in order and are
moving forward with an external audit (no concerns, but
ensuring good stewardship and transparency). 
And of course, the excitement around our 60th Anniversary
celebration keeps building.  This milestone is more than a
date on the calendar; it is a celebration of God’s faithfulness
across six decades of ministry, worship, service, and
community. Make sure you get your anniversary T-shirt, get
involved, and save the date.  
As we move into August and thinking back to planting in a
drought in March, I’m reminded of Jesus’ words in Mark
4:26–27: “A man scatters seed on the ground… and the seed
sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.”  God is at
work—quietly, faithfully, and powerfully—in the fields
around us and in the ministry we share.  There are no
doldrums of summer here.  This is a season of tending,
growing, and preparing for the harvest God is bringing.

02 Stan & Nancy
Wieding
08 Roy & Katherine
Biediger
11 Mark & Gail
Herbold
11 Ronnie & Linda
Foreman
14 Ed & Joyce
Engelhardt
15 Derick &
Stephanie Kauitzsch
18 Brad & Marie
Bettis
19 Bill & Irys Hicklin
20 Dale & Teresa
Borgfeld
25 Jeremy & Amy
Pedersen
26 Paul & Elaine
Kalkwarf
31 Ted & Doris
Engelhardt
31 Ryan & Megan Kelm

August Birthdays

26 JW Flores
26 Jan Howe
26 Greg Schlather
27 George
Mammarappallil
29 Caull Casey
29 Dale Borgfeld
29 Mike Burris
30 Brandon
Westerholm

COUNCIL CORNER

August
Anniversaries
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Christian Cupboard
Pasta Sauce and single-serve snacks are our items for August
CC donations. Please bring your donations to church through
August 31st, and place them in the basket in the narthex
marked Christian Cupboard. The Social Concerns Committee
thanks you for your ongoing generosity.

Christian Cupboard
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Please remember in
your daily prayers the

following military
personnel and their

families:
 Ann Sagebiel
Stoney Portis
Todd Wegner
David Daniels
Raul Davila III
Tony Leal, Jr.

Shannon Nance
Brad Dillon

Victor J. Rodriquez
Amanda Sagebiel
Cameron Koehler
Michael McBride

Jason Sagebiel
Michael Fruehling

Shelly Park
Ricky Fryer

Brian Branin
Jason Hubbard
Kevin Pfluger

Jeremy Pedersen

*Please note: If you
happen to know that
any of these service
men or women have
either retired or are
enjoying a different
career, please let the
church office know so
that we can remove
them from our list. 

 

A New
Season

of Learning
As we prepare to flip the calendar to August, there is no denying it’s
back-to-school time! Stores are showcasing all the school supplies
front and center. Moms and Dads are taking their kids shopping for
new clothes and shoes and backpacks and a never-ending list of things
that every parent hopes will help their son or daughter learn and grow
in the new school year. Soon churches will be blessing backpacks,
praying for schools, and teachers, as the buses begin to roll. For many,
the end of summer is a reminder of fresh starts and new learning.
What if this became a life-prompt for our discipleship journey? As I
write this, we will soon be gathering in New Braunfels around the
theme CALLED. Together we are exploring 2 Timothy 1:9 and are
reminded that God saves us and calls us with a holy calling, not
because of anything we have earned or accomplished, but according to
his own purpose and grace. That is where the Christian life begins. Yet
Paul does not leave Timothy, or us, there. In 2 Timothy 2:2 he instructs
young Timothy what those who are called are to do next: What you
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
Notice the sequence Paul describes here: He taught Timothy. Timothy
is then to entrust that same teaching to other faithful people. Then
those faithful people are in turn to teach others. That is four
generations of discipleship referenced in a single verse! This is how the
gospel moves through history: from one disciple to another, passed
down from one generation to the next. Every follower of Jesus is
simultaneously a learner and a trainer: We never graduate from Jesus’
discipleship training, always both learning from those who are ahead
of us and teaching those who are coming after us. With that in mind,
let me ask you two questions to ponder:
First, how is God calling you to keep on learning? Perhaps you join a
small group or Bible study, or ask another believer to meet with and
mentor you for a while. The One who called you longs to keep forming
you by His grace and for His purpose. So how is God calling you to
continue to grow and mature in your faith life in this new season?
Second, whom will you teach? You do not need a theology degree to be
faithful to the call in 2 Timothy 2:2. You need only to faithfully pass on
what you yourself have received. Teach a child, mentor a new believer,
or open your home and your Bible to a neighbor. Invest in someone
who will receive the Word of truth from you in the hope that in the
same way one day they may invest in another.
This is the very heart of our shared mission as a District: to multiply
disciples and churches. Through intentional relationships we seek to
equip leaders, strengthen congregations, and inspire gospel mission.
When we gather each year in July, it is never our finish line. Rather this
is the starting line for a new season of learning and growth in faith. I
pray that we may be hungry and eager learners and diligent, humble
and faithful teachers, so that the good news we have received keeps on
multiplying and being handed down from one generation to the next.

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas
District and Program Director of Harvest Workers, an online ministry
training program (learn more at www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in

Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission.
Please contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or

bryce@lcmctexas.org.
© 2026 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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Carolyn Sagebiel              Doris Rinn                     Steve Foerster                 Annette Stout
Clara Fischer                    Patti Jahns                    Paul Quello                       Dale Nauert 
Georgie Dittrich               Don Hilbert                   Sue Blumberg                  Brian Dahl
Clem & Jan Howe            Wally Braun                  Candi Andrews                Diane Gwyther
Bertha Marie Keller          Mary Barnes                 Mike Andrews                  Mark Hazel
Ted Engelhardt                 Debra Reiley                Tammy Bogisch

OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS GO OUT TO
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Sophia Oliver, cousin of Lisa Owen
Barry Baker, brother of Brian Baker
Chris Wren, friend of Fred & Sue Blumberg
Blair Wolber, granddaughter of Janet 
                                                               Wolber
London Blumberg, granddaughter of
                                          Fred/Sue Blumberg
Pat Liberty, friend of Susan Foerster
Anne Wolfe, friend of Julia Glenewinkel
Taylor Cannel, friend of Sue & Fred
                                                         Blumberg
Ross Roessing, uncle of Jessica Westerholm
Pat Bodine, friend of Faith Lutheran
Warren Lowery, son of Nona, friend of
                                                   Susan Foerster
Joe Cardenas, friend of Kim Kauitzsch and
                                Courtney & Chris Werner
Allyson Cramblitt, friend of Taddy family
Nick Fisher
Jay Manwaring, friend of Julia Glenewinkel
Thomas & Carmen Hawkins, friends of the
                                         Stefan Hilbert family
Kristy James, sister of Molly Oehlke
Wayne & Neal Wensinger, brothers of
                                Cathy “Crash”  Wensinger
 

Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun 
Liza Mossler, former DIL of Fred/Sue Blumberg 
Shanna Manor, goddaughter of Sue Blumberg
Patsy Heckmann, grandmother of LeAnne White
Chris Hilsberg, friend of the Kauitzsch family
Gordon Johnson, friend of John Kuempel
Elizabeth Walker, friend of Cecil/Syndra Schulze
Pam Neal, friend of Roxanne Heckmann
LeRoy Braun, brother of Doris Engelhardt
Doris Ermel, friend of FLC
Greg Kenna & his family, Jordan, Harper & Everett,         
                                       friends of Mike & Candi Andrews
Keith Bleakley, nephew of Diane Gwyther
Winnie Poirier, 2-yr.-old granddaughter of a friend of 
                             Julia Glenewinkel and Syndra Schulze
Beverly Braun, sister-in-law of Doris & Ted Engelhardt
Misty Valdez, friend of Ted & Doris Engelhardt
Rebecca Dykes, daughter of Kathy Hamlett
Jake Pannell, grandson of friend of Fred & Sue
                                                                                 Blumberg
Caleb Ellis, grandson of Wally and Fran Braun
Dolly West, friend of Don and Barbara Hilbert
Ben Gunderson , friend of Fred Blumberg
Patsy Hodges, mother-in-law of Samantha Hodges
Ellie Lynn Bierstedt, granddaughter of Vicki Bierstedt
Suzanne Sengele, sister in-law of Wayne Looff

"Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. But since the power
of prayer is in the one who hears it and not in the one who says it, our prayers

do make a difference."   - Max Lucado
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Preschool News Submitted by Director Lisa Owen
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WOMEN OF FAITH IN AUGUSTWOMEN OF FAITH IN AUGUST
CHARITY CIRCLE—Monday, Aug. 17th 6:30 PM, Activity Center
HOPE CIRCLE—Thursday, Aug. 20th, 2:00 PM, Activity Center

MEN OF FAITH
The Men of Faith Lutheran Church meet for Bible study on Tuesday

mornings at 7:30 AM in the Activity Center. All men in the
congregation are invited to this devotional and time of fellowship. 

MEN OF FAITH

Prayers of the Congregation Are Requested for:
The family of Albert Zipp. Albert passed through death into eternal life on
Friday, June 26, here in Seguin. Services were held here at Faith on Friday,
July 10. Please keep Carolyn and the rest of her family in your prayers in the
days and weeks to come.

60  Anniversary th

Join us as Faith Lutheran Church celebrates 60 YEARS OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS 
on Sunday, August 30, 2026! We invite everyone to be part of this special anniversary
celebration, featuring a delicious barbecue lunch, a display of treasured photos and
memorabilia from our church’s history, and a bounce house for the kids. Be sure to

order your commemorative 60th anniversary T-shirt.
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
† President - Greg Schlather
† VP - Kathy Hamlett
† Sec. - Sharon Stollewerk (Youth Team)
† Treasurer - Mike Andrews (Evangelism & Mission Team)
† Asst. Treasurer - Donna Raetzsch (Pre-School Team)
† Kyle Baker -Worship Team
† Molly Oehlke - Youth Team
† Debbie Vogel - Fellowship & Social Concerns
† Chunkie Harwell - Property & Management 
† Fred Shanafelt - Property & Management 

AUGUST 
2026

Church Staff
Senior Pastor - Jeremy Pedersen
pastor@faithseguin.org
Office Manager…...Angie Rohde
office@faithseguin.org
Music / Communications
Director........Roxanne Heckmann
music@faithseguin.org
communications@faithseguin.org
Youth & Family
Minister………...Chris Cassias
fly@faithseguin.org      
Children’s Music...LeAnne  White
Accompanist….…......Kate Oehlke
Children’s Ministry Leader 
                                Kim  Kauitzsch
children@faithseguin.org
Financial Asst.…….….…Carol Baker
finance@faithseguin.org

Preschool & Extended
Care Staff

Director………...Lisa Owen
830-379-7074
preschool@faithseguin.org
Pre-K 4 yr. old class (5 days) -
Paula Neuman/Sheri Scaief
Pre-K 4 yr. old class (5 days) -
Eloise Wood/Morgan Bermea
Pre-K 3 yr. old class (5 days) -
Laura Joiner/Dianna Merz
Pre-K 3 yr. old class (3 days) - 
         Joy McKinnis/Gloria Oballe
Mother’s Morning Out class -
Kim Kauitzsch/Trisha Franklin
Full time 2 yr. old class - 
Janelle Ramirez/Raelyn Wilson
Extended Care - Paula Neuman

What’s Happening in
August?

Sunday, August 2
Bill Moberly (ALVM) Visit

Sunday, August 9
Peace & Quiet Bag Party

Wednesday, August 12
FLY begins!

Sunday, August 16
1  Communionst

Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday School RALLY DAY

Sunday, August 30
Faith’s 60  Anniversary Celebration!th
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