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Altar Flowers in
December

I1st —David &
Betty Moltz
8th - Available

15th —Available

22nd - John &
Michelle

Kuempel
29th - Awvailable

“W.ords.of
Faith” in
December
1st —Available
8th - Available
15th —Available
22nd - Available

29th - Available

From the Desk of Pastor Dan
CHRISTMAS 2024 AND ALWAYS'!

Last Sunday afternoon (November 17), Cathy and | shared an unexpected joy
watching The Best Christmas Pageant Ever at the King Ranger. That Christmas Pageant
taught a shocked church community the true meaning of Christmas! It took me back to
when as a 10-year-old, my parents took me and my younger sister to church on
Christmas Eve where we yawned, fidgeted and teased each other in the second pew
from the front.

Why did they take us to church that night? Because, like the Wise Men, they were
called and guided by a star. The Word of God, Jesus Christ, conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary as the angel told the shepherds, “Fear not,
for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord!”

We walk again with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, also bearing heavy loads, yet
trusting God’s promise that something great is going to happen: God in Christ will be
born among us no matter what to save us from our sins and give us heaven forever.
Prophets foretold it, the angels have spoken. We move through life, swept up in our
plans and schedules, but God still breaks into our lives with grace, mercy and peace.
While they were there, the time came for Mary gave birth to her firstborn son,
wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger because there was no
place for them in the Inn. In this newborn’s cry, we meet God who enters our broken
lives as one of us.

We sit with the shepherds on the night shift; in the dark outside city limits, away

from warm fires and lamplight. Suddenly a bright light jolts us awake, an angel speaks;
then a multitude of the heavenly host sings of glory to God and peace for all. Why
would the angels come to a band of poor, lowly shepherds? God meets them and us on
our own turf and it makes all the difference for the world. “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to
us.” Faith comes in the experience of encountering Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Those outcast shepherds are the first to meet the hope of the world, Jesus, God with
us, who loves and forgives everyone and wants all people to be saved!

We peer out the back window of the inn at the growing commotion by the stable.
Through the dark, shadowy figures gather at the stable. We meet God who makes
room for us, even after being turned away, even when there seems to be no place for
him in the busy world. Even so, Jesus comes to us, makes a place in this world and
draws all people in. God meets us here in the marvel and mystery of this night,
transforming ordinary expectations and human failings into extraordinary faith.

Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds return
to their flocks and their families, forever changed. Now they go and make known
what’s been told them about Jesus. The Word of God, our manger. The church, our
stable. The world, our mission field. Jesus Christ, our newborn King, Lord of lords and
Savior, is with us now with his grace, mercy and peace. Come, let us adore Him!

Email: office@faithseguin.org
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December

December
Birthdays

01 Hallie Hodges
04 Britanni Canion
05 Katherine Biediger
05 Brett Owen
05 Wayne Seidel

05 Sheila Ullrich
05 Doris Engelhardt
07 Kelly Lamb
07 Ryan Kelm
09 Carolyn Sagebiel
09 Rylee Flippin
09 Coulter Casey
11 Harrison Hodges
11 Chase White
11 Lane Seidenberger
12 Amanda Tischoff
14 Bertha Marie Keller
15 Megan Harvey
16 Tammy Bogisch
16 Tim Bogisch
16 Wally Braun
17 Irys Hicklin
17 Matthew Castillo
18 Greg Offer
19 Kaitlyn Shanafelt
20 Christina Hazel
21 Roy Biediger

Good News From Your Stewardship Ministry Team

We are reviving the Faith tradition of breakfast and a special worship
service for our annual Commitment Sunday. Mark your calendars now
for January 12, 2025. The service and the breakfast will be held in the Life
Enrichment Center! Breakfast tacos and more will be served from
8: 30 — 9: 30 am, followed by Worship beginning at 10: 00.

Most importantly, we want to have tables around the gym with each

Ministry Team and other groups (Handbells, Choir, Joyful Noise, JAM,
FLY, Women’s Circles, Men’s Bible study, YET, Altar Guild, Friday
Work Group, etc.) having a table display showing what it is they do, so that
everyone can see their opportunities to participate in our congregation and
to serve at Faith and the community.

Please contact a member of the Stewardship Ministry Team (BJ Chambers,
Doris Engelhardt, Kathy Hamlett, or Syndra Schulze) to let them know
your group/Ministry team will be participating, so we know how many
display tables we will need. We announced this back in October, so we

hope you have been planning your table display!

Angel Tree to Benefit Local Nursing Home
Residents N

The Social Concerns Team is sponsoring an Angel Tree
Sequin nursing homes. Please choose an angel tag from
the tree that has the amount that you wish to give or choose a “state
your own amount” angel. Write a check to Faith Lutheran Church,
24 through December 8. All donations need to be at church by
December 13. Thank you for participating and showing your care for
others.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
The Music Ministry members would like to
invite everyone to come Christmas Caroling
with them on Sunday, December 15™. We will meet at Faith at
4:15 and carpool to the Assisted Living facilities and to the homes of
some of our homebound members. This is a FAMILY EVENT, so
come one, come all and help us spread some Christmas cheer!
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program takes gifts to every resident in each of the

check into the basket by the tree. The tree will be on display November
1 3 Q1N

to help support the Santa Sheriff program. This

memo “angel tree,” and attach it to the angel. Place the angel and your
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First Communion Class 2024

Congratulations to the following young people who were
welcomed to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Table for the first time
on October 27th.

Corinth Casey

—_—

& Coulter Casey
S Kaylen Hernandez
communion Wyatt Hilbert

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Services

Come and celebrate God’s special gift this

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24th.
4:00 pm and 7:00 pm

Holy Communion will be celebrated at each
service. Please join us to offer praise and
worship to our Living God for the gift of love

he has given us in Jesus Christ.

o]
i

4:00 pm'anidi7:00 pm
Faith Lutheran Church

- 2
Christmas Eve
dlelight Services

December
Birthdays

21 Michael Poole

23 Gene Hunt
24 Cecil Schulze
25 Joseph Oehlke
27 McKenna Baethge
30 Molly Oehlke

December
Anniversaries

& Norman & Melba
Govett

15 David & Terri
Bailey

15 Patrick & Amy
Casey

17 Andrew
& Susan Shanafelt

19 Mark & Christina
Hazel

22 Caleb & Jessica
Warren

23 Dale & Karen
Nauert
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Faith Lutheran Yeulh
Below are some photos of what we’ve been doing since the last newsletter! Confirmation
classes have started and we have 10 kids in this group! We also had a great turn-out for
Trunk or Treat and another parking lot fundraiser when we played New Braunfels. A few
Wednesdays ago, we were able to spend part of our FLY night supporting our very own Mat-
thew Castillo in Seguin High School’s “Wizard of Oz” production. The kids did a SUPERB
job and we were so happy to have made the timing work so we could join. Last Wednesday,

we stocked the Narthex with some new Peace and Quiet bags for the littles and this Wednes-
day we look forward to our FLY FRIENDSGIVING! We’ll be back to talk about everything

Christmas next newsletter!




Page 5

December
2024

The JAM kids will present
the nativity story during The Live Nativity
the service on December Bt i o b Bar
7 . JAM kids will be
15th. We will practice at T e e
Sunday School and other
dates on the monthly
newsletter from Kim!

Children’s Church and Sunday School

December 1- Advent Lesson-Prophets Foretell Jesus’ Coming

December 10- Zechariah Prophesies About Jesus(Church)-Practice during SS
December 17— The Christmas Program during the service (No Sunday School)

December 22- John Prepares People for Jesus’ Coming

Christian Cupboard

In the month of December, the Christian Cupboard will accept cereal, peanut butter or soup. Please bring
your donations to church through December 31st, and place them in the basket in the narthex marked
Christian Cupboard. The Cupboard also accepts monetary donations, which they use to purchase fresh

produce, milk, eggs, bread, and frozen meats to distribute to needy families throughout the year. Donations
can be mailed to the Christian Cupboard, 516 N. Camp, Seguin, TX 78155. Faith’s members have been

wonderful supporters of the Christian Cupboard, and the Social Concerns Committee thanks you for your
ongoing generosity.
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At this time in the life
of our nation and all
that is happening
throughout the world,
it is most appropriate
that we remember in
our prayers those in
the military and their
families. Please
remember in your
daily prayers the
following military
personnel and their
families:

Ann Sagebiel
Stoney Portis
Todd Wegner
David Daniels
Raul Davila I1I
Tony Leal, Jr.
Shannon Nance
Brad Dillon
Victor J. Rodriquez
Amanda Sagebiel
Cameron Koehler
Michael McBride
Jason Sagebiel
Michael Fruehling
Shelly Park
Ricky Fryer
Brian Branin
Jason Hubbard
Lance England
Kevin Pfluger
Robert Rabe

Mission
Moment

by Pastor Bryce Formwalt
Director of Mission Growth

("% Cheering on a
S IX
Texas District

Like most sports fans, | love a good comeback! There’s nothing quite like when a team

mounts a comeback after falling hopelessly behind. It is thrilling to experience how the

players, coaches, and fans rally to support one another and celebrate each step along
the way just to get back into a position to potentially be victorious!

Recently, my wife and | came back: After a six-month absence from the church we attend
when in town, we were finally able to come back to worship on a Sunday morning this
month. Life and ministry commitments had us on the road since Easter and we truly
missed the church that had become family to us. But the comeback we experienced was
not personally thrilling for me. Instead, | sheepishly walked through those doors,
wondering what people were thinking of us after all this time. | even found myself saying
“the prodigals have returned” to one of my friends.

As | began to process it, my experience really bothered me. Why did | feel this way? No
one was judgmental at all. Not one person asked, “where have you been?” Many greeted
us with joyous expressions of welcome. So why did I, a minister of the Gospel who should
definitely know better, feel such guilt and shame? And if | had this intense struggle, for
how many others might similar feelings be an obstacle to coming back to church?

As we approach Advent and Christmas, we are more likely to encounter people who may
not be in the pattern of attending church regularly. Many may be struggling with intense
feelings of guilt and shame even thinking about returning to worship. Some of these
feelings may get projected onto other church members, like my thinking we would be
judged or looked down on. Other feelings might be more of an internal spiritual battle.
Regardless, it is mission-critical for the church to cheer on the comeback.

If you haven’t been active in church lately, | want my experience to be an encouragement
for you. While the devil will use every trick he can to keep you away from the life-giving
experience of a faith community gathered around word and sacrament, trust that God
desires your presence and participation. | am confident that you will encounter a loving,
welcoming reception by your church family who will celebrate your presence.

If you are a regular worshipper, please enthusiastically support and encourage any and
all comebacks! Begin to pray daily for the Holy Spirit to gather those whom the Lord calls
to come back to worship. Pray for God to bring to mind specific people to pray for and
encourage. Perhaps God is leading you to reach out to someone. Be mindful to not
inadvertently contribute to any feelings of guilt or shame. Instead, take an interest in
them out of genuine love. Offer to meet for coffee or lunch. Find out what’s going on in
their lives and how you can pray for them. Consider inviting them to a special event,
small group, or service project that gives the opportunity for casual, relational
connection. And most importantly, when you see someone new or that you haven’t seen
for some time, warmly welcome them and simply let them know you are so happy to see
them. These simple actions can make a difference as we cheer on a comeback!

Comeback

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and Program

Director of Harvest Workers, an online ministry training program (learn more at www.harvestworkers.net). Residing
in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission. Please contact him with any questions
or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@Icmctexas.org.

© 2024 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission. December 2024



OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS GO OUT TO

Judy Saunders Carolyn Sagebiel
Brad Flippin Steve Foerster
Doris Rinn Paul Quello

Patti Jahns Debbie Lehmann
Georgie Dittrich Ron Vanbeek
Don Hilbert Pat Bodine
Wally Braun Gail Herbold
Ashley Goins

Chad Braun, son of Wally and Fran Braun
Liza Mossler, former DIL of Fred/Sue Blumberg

Shanna Manor, goddaughter of Sue Blumberg
Patsy Heckmann, grandmother of LeAnne White
Jenelle Oeltjendiers, mother of Jo Ann Bogisch
Chris Hilsberg, friend of the Kauitzsch family
Carol Nagie Steer, friend of Mary Koehler

Amy Wheeler Lacy, friend of Doris Engelhardt
Gordon Johnson, friend of John Kuempel

Janine Moltz, friend of Jessica Westerholm
Elizabeth Walker, friend of Cecil/Syndra Schulze
Pam Neal, friend of Roxanne Heckmann

Hunter Hewell, friend of the Kuempel family
LeRoy Braun, brother of Doris Engelhardt
Doris Ermel, friend of FLC

Marjorie Butterfield, friend of Angie Rohde
GIII Powers, friend of Terry Freeman

Greg Kenna & his family, Jordan, Harper &
Everett, friends of Mike & Candi Andrews

Keith Bleakley, nephew of Diane Gwyther

Donald Jackson

Clara Fischer ,
Dale Nauert ** Please note: if someone you
Sue H 1 have placed on this list has

uc ar“_]e been helped by our prayers,
Sandy Wille please notify the church office

Johanna Lange  so the person's name can be
Glenn Haas removed. Thank you for your

cooperation.

Juan Soliz, friend of Pat Sagebiel

Lindsey Taylor Knight, friend of Cathy Wensinger
Ric Landvatter, friend of Faith Lutheran

Ian Beck Family, grandson of Pat Bodine

Sophia Oliver, cousin of Lisa Owen

Barry Baker, brother of Brian Baker

Chris Wren, friend of Fred and Sue Blumberg
Blair Wolber, granddaughter of Janet Wolber

London Blumberg, granddaughter of Fred/Sue
Blumberg
Pat Liberty, friend of Susan Foerster

Amy Sagebiel Bolin, daughter of Jim and Judy Sagebiel
and niece of Rose Mary Ermel

David Patrick, son-in-law of Bill & Kitty Keller
Anne Wolfe, friend of Julia Glenewinkel

Taylor Cannel, friend of Sue and Fred Blumberg
Emma Wolter, friend of Debbie Vogel

Doris Roessing, grandmother of Jessica Westerholm
Ross Roessing, uncle of Jessica Westerholm

TJ Goins, husband of Ashley Goins

"Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. But since the power of
prayer is in the one who hears it and not in the one who says it, our prayers do make a
difference.”

- Max Lucado
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PRESCHOOL NEWS WES

Submitted by Preschool Director Lisa Owen

We enjoyed a field trip
to the SHS Theater
Arts production of The
Wizard of Oz and a
field trip to Braune

Pumpkin Farm!

There were a
lot of great
costumes at
the Halloween
Parade

Decorating for Halloween

kept us busy!

A bunch of turkeys getting ready for Thanksgiving!

Preschool Sunday Practice in the Church

Best of the Best FLP has been nominated as a finalist in the Seguin Gazette Best of the Best .

Voting begins Nov. 27th. Please vote FLP as your favorite daycare/preschool!

Thank you to Dianne and BJ for the donation of two gently used Big Wheels. We are in need of a couple

more if anyone has some available.

‘We currently have two student openings in our four-year-old class and two openings in our 3 day three-

year-old class if you know of anyone interested.

The next Preschool Board Meeting will be held December 1st at 10:15.
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WOMEN OF FAITH IN DECEMBER

All women of Faith are invited to attend a special Christmas Lunch and Party.
The party will be Thursday, December 5th, from 11:30 am-2:00 pm in the Activity
Center. Bring a potluck dish— finger foods or a hot dish, salad, desserts, other snacks—
whatever you choose. A real potluck! If you can’t stay the whole time, please just join us
for lunch (will start eating about noon), or join us for as long as you can stay.

Bring a friend. The more the merrier! Each person should bring a wrapped gift ($10
maximum) for a gift exchange game. There may also be other games to enjoy and cause
laughter. We will also be collecting a special offering to purchase Gifts of Love from the
Lutheran World Relief catalog. Some samples of possible gifts we will purchase
are goats or sheep ($100 each); piglets ($45 each); hen & 6 chicks ($80); seeds or
mosquito nets ($15 each); 5 tree seedlings ($50); other water purification or
hygiene items. Items are priced from $15 to $2,500. We will have a full list
available. You can either just give a general offering that we will combine, or you
can pick a particular item off the list to be your gift. If you contribute by check,
please make it out to Faith Lutheran Church Women. Please pass this information to as
many women as you can. Remember to invite friends to join us for great food, fellowship
and fun. If you have questions, please contact Julia Glenewinkel (830-463-9854) or Doris
Engelhardt (210-845-5069).

MEN OF FAITH

The Men of Faith meet every Tuesday morning at 7:30 for Bible Study.
Join them in the Activity Center for fellowship and scripture discussion.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing Campaign

Once again, as in past years, Faith members are called upon to participate in the
annual local Salvation Army Kettle Campaign. The Guadalupe County/Seguin unit is
known locally as the “go to” resource for offering financial assistance with utility
bills and rent, temporary housing, and disaster relief. There is a sign-up sheet
located in the narthex, for Friday, December 20th. Location for the bell ringing day
will be the Market/Grocery entrance of the Seguin Walmart. Hours for Faith are
from 9:00 AM—9:00 PM and time slots are 1 1/2 hours each. Please consider
giving a gift of your time this holiday season and volunteer for a one and a half hour
time slot. For more information, contact Bryan Terp.

CONGRATULATIONS TO

@ Allie Jo and Avery Mae Flores as they

+»  received the Promise, which is given in Holy

Baptism on November 3. Together with their

parents, Jr and Alyssa, and their brother, JW, we
share their joy as Allie and Avery were received into
the Kingdom of God. The prayers of our church
family are requested for them as they begin a New
Life in Christ. The sponsors for Allie and Avery are
Darren and Kyla Herzog, (Allie) Timothy and Claire
McKinney, (Avery) and members of Faith Lutheran
Church.

Poinsettias to
Brighten
Sanctuary

The chancel area will
be decorated with
poinsettias for the

season. If you would
be willing to share
your plants, please

bring them to church
by 5:00 PM on

Thursday, Dec. 19th.

If you would like your
poinsettia to be in

memory or in honor of

someone, please call
or email the church
office

(communications@
faithseguin.org)

with this

information by 5:00
pm, Monday, Dec.

16th, so that a
complete list of
names can be
published in the
bulletins. Poinsettias
will need to be
cleared from the
sanctuary by January

3. Before leaving your
plants, please label
with your name to
make identification

easier.
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Faith Lutheran Church
1326 E Cedar Street
Seguin, Texas 78155

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

faih

Lutheran Chanck
Seguin, Tevas

DECEMBER 2024

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL

T Candi Andrews- Secretary & Youth/Children’s Ministry Team
T Brian Baker- Council President

T Brad Bettis - Worship Team

I Alan Bonds - Property and Management Team

T Kathy Hamlett- Stewardship Team

T Jamie Hilbert- Vice-President and Social Concerns Team
T Karla Johnson- Assistant Treasurer and Evangelism Team
T Brett Owen- Treasurer

Church Staff PRESCHOOL & EXTENDED
P/T Pastor.................. Pastor Daniel Cave CARE STAFF
Youth Director..................... Laura Beedy &K four-year-old class (5 day;)e-lj;]:]lé.ii']l i gé::?eufla
Office Manager....................Angie Rohde  p i four-year-old class (5 days) - ............. Jennifer
Music / Communications Director Thompson/Morgan Bermea
<eeeeeneeo.ROX@NNE Heckmann  preK three-year-old class (5 days) -.............. Laura
Children’s Music Director.......... LeAnne Joiner/Dianna Merz
White Pre-K three-year-old class (3 days) - ...............Joy
Accompanist........................ Kate Oehlke MeKinnis/Donna Smith
. . . Mother's Morning Out class—......... Kristen Haener/
Children’s Ministry .........ccccceiiciiinne Kim Kim Kauitzsch
Kaui h
auitzsc Full time two-year-old class—........................ Janelle
Financial Asst... ................... Carol Baker Ramirez / Raelyn Wilson
Extended Care—............cevvvvvveeennne Paula Neuman,
Morgan Bermea, Dianna Merz
DiIreCtor— ..ot e Lisa Owen
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hat’s Happening
in December?

w

Sunday, December 1
Ministry Team Meetings

Sunday, December 8
Brunch/Meet & Great
With Pastoral Candidate

Saturday, December 14
Living Nativity @ Red Barn

Sunday, December 15
Faith Family Christmas
Celebration

Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Services at

4:00 pm and 7:00 pm

o /




