
 

Altar Flowers 
in May 

 

 

3rdñMarcus &    
Patti Jahns 
 

10thñJohn & 
Michelle 
Kuempel 
 

17thñHarry & 
Linda Dietz 
 

24thñLeanna 
Menn 
 

31stñPastor & 
Diana Craver 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Jimé 
Being Church in tough times   

The last few weeks have been full of unprecedented changes in our lives, in our 
communities and in our congregation. Your Pastor, Staff and Council are trying to 
figure out how care for people in a period of social distancing, how to serve the 
most at-risk populations in our communities, and how to sustain our congregation 
and her ministries as tithes and offerings decline. 
None of us have been trained to do this. Weôve never ministered through an 
epidemic like the COVID-19 before. Fear is everywhere ï I see it on the faces of 
people everywhere. Iôm sure youôre wrestling with it, too. 
At times like this, we need to hang on to truths that donôt change. During times of 
crisis, itôs really important to remember the fundamentals. The Bible encourages 
us to get the facts before we take major actions in life.  
Here are seven truths we can always cling to: 
Not everything you hear is true. Not everyone with an opinion on the Internet, 
television, and social media knows what theyôre talking about. You need to be 
selective with whom you listen to during this time. Many people in the coming 
days will have their own agendasðfinancial, political, etc.ðfor this crisis. 
The Bible says in Proverbs 13:16, ñWise people think before they act; fools 
donôtðand even brag about their foolishness.ò In other words, let us act out of 
knowledge and not fear. Make it a priority to get your facts from people who are 
trustworthy.  
Not everyone is at equal risk in this pandemic. The history of COVID-19 is 
very clear. People over the age of 60 and those who have preexisting conditions 
are most vulnerable. If youôre in these categories, please be careful. As your 
pastor, I want to continue serving our congregation and community ï so does our 
congregation. However, we need to look for safe ways to do that. Letôs be faithful 
but not foolish. 
This will pass. The Bible tells us there will be trials. Jesus said: ñHere on earth 
you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have 
overcome the world.ò (John 16:33) The Apostle Peter wrote: ñDear friends, donôt 
be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were 
happening to you.ò (1 Peter 4:12) These are tough times, but they wonôt last 
forever. We need to do what the health professionals recommend. We need to 
take the common sense actions that will decrease the spread of this virus. We 
wonôt need to make these changes forever. Our church will gather again soon. 
Focus on whatôs unchanging not what is changing. There have been many 
changes in our world, our community, and our ministry ï and there will be more in 
the coming weeks. Itôs safe to say we donôt even know all the changes this 
pandemic will have on us and our community. We are doing new things to serve 
our community and our congregation we never dreamed of a year ago. Let us 
cling to what hasnôt changed. 
The Bible says, ñJesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 9 So do 
not be attracted by strange, new ideas. Your strength comes from Godôs 
grace.ò (Hebrews 13:8-9a) In the midst of all this change, you can count on that 
truth. You can also know that Godôs love for you and your church has never 
changed. Godôs call on your life hasnôt changed. Donôt let all the changes make 
you lose sight of everything that is still the same. 
                         (continued on pg.2) 
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May 
Birthdays 

 

02 Grayson Lange 

02 Collin Govett 

02 Kaycee Govett 

05 Avery Curnel 

05 Marcus Jahns 

06 Carolyn 

Westerholm 

06 Michelle Kuempel 

08 Walt Fruehling 

11 John Kuempel 

12 Tilden Nash 

13 Megan Kelm 

15 Paul Schlender 

16 Kelly Casey 

16 Tracy Ramos 

17 Nicholas Serold 

17 Catherine 

Smithpeter 

18 Harry Dietz, Sr. 

18 Fred Blumberg 

19 Leah Maltony 

19 Sydney Seidel 

20 Robert Raetzsch 

21 Albert Menn 

 

 

From the Desk of Pastor JiméCont. 
 

God will go through it with you. This virus didnôt surprise God. He will walk through 

every bit of it with us. You may feel alone at times. You may feel like no one 

understands the fear, frustration and uncertainty that are bothering you right now. But 

we will never be alone. Focus on that truth and not all the noise on the news and 

internet right now. It will replace your worry with worship.  
 

This is not the end of the story. The Bible says, ñWe are pressed on every side by 

troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. . . We 

know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present 

us to himself together with you. All of this is for your benefit. And as Godôs grace 

reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive 

more and more glory.ò (2 Corinthians 4:8, 14-15) Easter reminds us that we win no 

matter what happens. Even if this virus takes our lives, we will go straight into the 

presence of God. On that day, all of our pain, sickness, and sorrow will be over. There 

wonôt be a COVID-19 virus in heaven nor any sickness or death. 

We donôt know what the future holds, but we do know Who holds it. Your Pastor and 

staff pray for you and we pray for Faith Lutheran.  Join us in prayer and let us be the 

Church of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Additional Items for your consideration: 
§ Your staff and Council are in discussions about when we may worship 
together as a body of believers, what that might entail and may other 
concerns related to coming back from COVID-19.  Please watch for 
updates. 

§ Faith will celebrate the Lordôs Supper the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
throughout the COVID-19 crisis by utilizing the ñdrive throughò model 
we used on Easter. Until we can worship together again, communion 
will be offered on the East side of the campus from 10-10:45 am at the 
preschool doors. 

§ We have launched a digital resource to help us better meet the needs 
of Faith. A new survey is available each week. Text FAITHSEGUIN to 
90888 to start the assessment. We appreciate your participation! Your 
weekly update will include the open dates for this assessment. 

§ Faith has disbursed budgeted monies for local food pantries to help 
meet the needs of Guadalupe Countyôs folks in need of assistance. 

§ Field of Faith (flags on our property during the 4th of July week) has 
been cancelled for 2020. 

Register for Vacation Bible School Today! 
While the exact time and dates are still 

tentative due to what could be our ònew 

normal,ó parents are encouraged to still go 

online and register your children for 

Vacation Bible!  As of now, we are still 

planning on holding our weeklong VBS July 

13-17.  8:30 AMñ12:00 PM. ! Visit the 

online registration site at: vbspro.events/p/9f58ad.  
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Birthdays 

 
 
 

22 Avis Herrick 

23 Robert Vogel 

25 Debbie Vogel 

25 Glen Haas 

26 Karen Nauert 

27 Conner Koenig 

27 Doris Rinn 

27 Missy Sagebiel 

29 Julie Sagebiel 

30 Blake Pruitt 

 

 

 
ĜŜ ıǗŜ ıƙƙ 
ƙưưƖƁƤŵ 

ŴưǗȌıǗŕ ǫư  ǫżŜ 
ǫƁƢŜ ȌżŜƤ ȌŜ 
ŎıƤ ȌưǗǟżƁǔ 
ǫưŵŜǫżŜǗ ıŵıƁƤʏ  
ÀǳǗ eıƁǫż 

eıƢƁƙȒ żıǟ żıŕ 
ŴưǳǗ ƁƤŴıƤǫ 
ōıǔǫƁǟƢǟ 

ǔưǟǫǔưƤŜŕ Ɠǳǟǫ 
ŴǗưƢ ǫżŜ 

ƢưƤǫż ưŴ !ǔǗƁƙʏ 

Church Council Communication Corner 
Church Council  USUALLY meets the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 

PM in the small kitchen with an agenda-setting meeting on the first Tuesday 

of the month, also at 6:30 in the small kitchen.  With the COVID-19 

restrictions in place, this monthõs meeting was held via òZoomó and was a 

somewhat abbreviated meeting. 

Highlights from the April Council Meeting: 
Discussion Items  

¶ Evaluation of the "Communion drive -through"  

¶ Effects of the CO -VID 19 restrictions on Faith Church and our 
worship life  

¶ Thermometers were purchased to be used by office staff for 
any visitors  entering the office area during the CO -VID 19 
restrictions.   All visitors must be fever free.  

¶ Initiation of a member care ministry led by Ric Landvatter.   

Motions:  

¶ A trial subscription for Church Fuel, a resource ministry, was 
approved.  

#ÁÎÃÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÕÓÐÅÎÓÉÏÎÓ 
 

§ 0ÒÅÓÃÈÏÏÌ "ÏÁÒÄ ÉÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÖÉÁ ÅÍÁÉÌ 
 

§ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÎÏ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ 4ÅÁÍ ɉÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅɊ
ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÏÎ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ ίȢ 

 

§ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÖÉÁ :ÏÏÍ ÏÎ 
-ÁÙ ΫάȢ 

 

§ 'ÁÍÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÁÔ 3ÅÇÕÉÎ !ÓÓÉÓÔÅÄ ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÃÁÎÃÅÌÅÄ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÆ -ÁÙȢ 

 

§ 1ÕÉÌÔÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÐȟ "ÉÂÌÅ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓȟ $ÏÍÉÎÏ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȟ 
ÁÎÄ -ÕÓÉÃ ÒÅÈÅÁÒÓÁÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÓÐÅÎÄÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ 

ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÎÏÔÉÃÅȢ 
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Faith 

On 

Tour 

Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02 Paul & Catherine Smithpeter 

04 Bryan & Diane Terp 

05 John & Aparna Mammarappallil 

05 Marcus & Patti Jahns 

07 Clem & Jan Howe 

07 Cody & Carlee Goetz 

10 Scott & Candice Grumbles 

11 Wayne & Keli Seidel  

12 Justin & Erin Bloch 

19 Harry & Linda Dietz 

May Anniversaries 

19 Jeff & Ann Menking 

19 Jesse & Katharine Schievelbein 

20 Robert & Donna Raetzsch  

20 Steve & Jamie Shashack 

21 Brett & Lisa Owen 

21 Tim & JoAnn Bogisch 

21 Johnny & Lisa Warren 

24 John &  Louann Fisher 

24 Gene and Donna Hunt 

27 David & Carol Welsch 
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